Networked electronic publication is a relatively new development that has already begun to change the way in which medical information is exchanged. Electronic publications can present ideas that would be impossible in printed text, using multimedia components such as sound and movies. Physicians who use the World Wide Web (WWW) on a regular basis may recognize the value of electronic publication and decide to become information providers. Nearly anyone with a computer and modem can create a WWW resource on a Web server at a hospital or on a commercial hosting service.
INTRODUCTION
Networked electronic publication is a relatively new development that has already begun to change the way in which medical information is exchanged. Electronic publications can present ideas in ways that would be impossible in printed text, using multimedia components such as sound and movies. In addition, computer-based educational materials are easy to search, and context-sensitive help functions can help to find information that may be located in one of thousands of documents. Publication on the Internet offers the added advantages that information can be distributed worldwide and can be easily and rapidly updated to reflect the state of the art. Physicians and institutions who use the World-Wide Web (WWW)d on a regular basis will become aware of the potential of publishing on the WWW, and may decide to become information providers as well as consumers.
Information that the typical physician or academic department may provide on the WWW can be broken down into two broad categories: An institutional page that offers information predominantly about its department or institution (e.g., telephone numbers, services provided, and other information), or information directed at medical professionals, a To whom all correspondence should be addressed: Keith J. Ruskin site is to be used on a regular basis, its information must be constantly updated. This involves reviewing all material for accuracy and timeliness, and making sure that links work. In addition, one must decide where the material will come from. The majority of articles on the GASNet server are contributed by members of other institutions. These documents have been either written expressly for GASNet or are adapted from handouts or other printed material. Each method has advantages and disadvantages: many physicians have a supply of topical reviews, such as lecture and course outlines, rotation manuals, etc., that can easily be converted to documents for publication on the Internet. The major problem with this is that they were originally written to be printed. Thus, the information is organized differently, and was designed around having little or no graphic material -a few pictures at most.
Yet another obstacle to publication on the Internet is that relatively few academic institutions regard electronic publications as equivalent to paper publications.
Academicians are therefore reluctant to publish original research or review articles that may be published in printed media. In addition, many printed journals consider electronic distribution to be equivalent to prior publication when determining whether an article will be accepted for publication. 
CONCLUSIONS
Electronic publication has begun to change the ways in which medical information is distributed. Decreasing cost of Internet access, computer equipment, and sound-and video-editing software and hardware are making it easier to become an information resource. While it is relatively simple to set up a computer and configure software for an Internet resource, publication of medical information is made more difficult by the need for high-quality information, the fact that the information will be available to anyone who cares to look, and the global nature of the Internet. Creating a peer-review system for electronic information may help to advance Internet medical resources.
